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I hope you will like this book, thanks a lot to reading

From School Library JournalGr 9 Up-Seventeen-year-old Avaline Hall, alone in the world and

not confident in her own sanity, is working at New York City's Triangle Waist factory to keep

from starving. A devastating fire with links to her mother's mystery-shrouded death sets Ava on

a path toward a life she never could have imagined. After a harrowing stay in Bellevue, where

she is held captive, she is rescued by her estranged grandmother and sent to Blythewood, a

boarding school full of secrets, magic, and danger. There she grapples to make sense of her

mother's past and her own future. What are the bells only she can hear? Should she follow her

heart and believe that a Darkling could be her friend, or listen to the Order who teach her that

all faeries are evil? Who is she to believe as she comes into her own powers and uncovers

pieces of the truth? The class struggles in this story set in the early 1900s are vividly depicted

side by side with battles of magic and Faerie. Heavy in atmosphere with just enough romance,

this novel is sure to find an appreciable following. Character development is strong as readers

follow Ava in her search for answers to mysteries both external and internal. Fans will just have

to hope that the rather abrupt ending means that a sequel is in the works.-Genevieve Feldman,

San Francisco Public Library;�†2• Copyright 2013. Library Journal. LLC, a wholly owned

subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. --This text refers to the hardcover

edition.From BooklistGoodman’s historical fantasy, rife with dark magic, ancestral secrets, and

forbidden love, is a treat for lovers of the gothic. Avaline Hall is a chime child, able to hear

phantom warning bells when danger is near. At 16, she hears them when addressed by a

sinister man. Soon after, her mother commits suicide. Again she hears the bells when the man

appears at the garment factory where she is a seamstress, and it burns to the ground.

Rescued by a mysterious winged boy, she spends a brief but traumatic time in an insane

asylum before her estranged grandmother sends her to Blythewood, the boarding school her

mother attended. And that’s just the first 70 pages! There, the spellbinding story truly begins,

as Ava investigates her mother’s past, is inducted into the demon-battling Order of the Bells,

and falls for the winged boy despite warnings that evil lies at the heart of all faerie creatures.

Occasional slow spots aside, readers should be charmed and thrilled by this darkly romantic,

fantastical tale. Grades 8-11. --Krista Hutley --This text refers to the hardcover

edition.ReviewPraise for Blythewood"A beautifully evocative tale perfect for fans of Libba Bray

and Tiffany Trent. First in a trilogy, Goodman's story is intriguing, romantic, eerie, and

adventurous...a multifaceted and mature fantasy."—Publishers Weekly, starred review"...a

beautifully told fantasy, ripe with magic, forbidden love and unspeakably dark forces...a journey

well worth taking." —Kirkus"...a treat for lovers of the gothic." —Booklist"Heavy in atmosphere

with just enough romance, this novel is sure to find an appreciable following." —School Library

Journal“Carol Goodman’s Blythewood is reminiscent of both Harry Potter and The Diviners, but

in a way that doesn’t distract from the entertaining story within.”—Forever Young Adult--This

text refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorCarol Goodman (www.carolgoodman.com)

graduated from Vassar College, where she majored in Latin. After teaching Latin for several

years, she studied for an MFA in Fiction. Her writing has been published in a number of literary

magazines. She currently teaches writing and works as a writer-in-residence. She lives in the

Hudson Valley. --This text refers to the paperback edition.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission.



All rights reserved.“Where are they taking us?” I whispered to Helen, who hung on to Daisy’s

other arm.“To the Rowan Circle,” Helen whispered back. “My cousin told me about it. There’s a

clearing there surrounded by rowan trees. Look—” Helen reached out her hand and plucked a

branch seemingly from the fog itself. She handed it to me and I could see that the branch was

heavy with red berries. My mother had told me something about rowan trees once.I lifted my

eyes from the branch to ask Helen if she knew, but the question died on my lips as I saw what

lay in front of us: a clearing ringed round with flames. For a moment I thought the woods were

on fire, until I saw that the flames came from torches plunged into the earth. Beside each torch

stood a dark, robed figure. As the last girls entered the circle each figure lifted an arm and held

aloft something that gleamed in the firelight.A peal of bells sounded through the fiery circle,

playing a tune I hadn’t heard before, a mournful dirge like something medieval church towers

would have rung to announce the coming of the plague. The very fog seemed to flee before the

sound, creeping out of the circle and into the woods, uncovering as it went a solitary hooded

figure standing in the center of the circle. When the bells had ceased the figure lowered her

hood.Dame Beckwith, her silver hair billowing loosely about her face like a swath of fog that

had wound itself about her head, turned in a slow circle to look at each of us. In the firelight her

pale gray eyes shone yellow, like the eyes of an owl sweeping the forest floor for prey. When

she had made a complete circuit, she spoke.“Girls,” she said, her voice ringing with the same

carrying force of the bells, “you have come here tonight to be initiated into the mystery of

Blythewood.” --This text refers to the paperback edition.Read more
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The book by Carol Goodman has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 106 people have provided feedback.
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